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organization known as Gift of Life, Inc., whose 
exemplary work benefits underprivileged chil-
dren by helping uninsured and low-income 
families meet the cost of life-saving surgery. 

Since Gift of Life was founded in 1975 by 
members of the Rotary Club of Manhasset, 
this truly remarkable organization has raised 
money for medical care and transportation of 
more than 3,000 children from across the 
United States and around the world whose 
families would not otherwise be able to afford 
such prohibitively expensive medical care. 
With 44 participating hospitals in the United 
States, I am proud to note that three are lo-
cated on Long Island, including Stony Brook 
University Hospital, which has performed 450 
of the heart surgeries. 

Recently, Stony Brook partnered with the 
Suffolk County chapter of Rotary International 
and Gift of Life to help the family of Markus 
Dejong, a six-year-old boy from Farmingville 
who required an expensive operation to repair 
a defective valve in his heart. His father, an 
Iraq war veteran, was not insured or able to 
afford the cost of the operation and treatment. 
Fortunately, Gift of Life was there to help, and 
I am delighted to report that Markus’ operation 
was successful. Following a recent visit to my 
office with his family, I am confident that he 
will grow up to be healthy and strong, with a 
normally functioning heart, thanks in large part 
to Gift of Life. 

Mr. Speaker I strongly agree with Dr. Ste-
ven Whitman when he said, ‘‘We never stand 
so tall as when we stoop to help a child.’’ In-
deed, we would be hard-pressed to find more 
selfless and devoted Americans who could 
stand as tall as the Rotarians, translators, host 
families, medical professionals, surgeons, 
sponsors and other volunteers who have given 
so much to this premier life-saving program. I 
am privileged to recognize Gift of Life and 
every individual associated with its truly out-
standing and inspiring contributions to our 
community and in support of those children 
who need our help the most. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JIM GIBBONS 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 11, 2006 

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
explain how I would have voted on July 10, 
2006 during rollcall votes No. 358 and No. 359 
during the second session of the 109th Con-
gress. Rollcall vote No. 358 was on the motion 
to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 2563. 
Rollcall vote No. 359 was on the motion to 
suspend the rules and pass H.R. 5061. I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on both of these roll-
call votes. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SHALER AREA HIGH 
SCHOOL LADY TITANS AAAA 
VARSITY SOFTBALL TEAM 

HON. MELISSA A. HART 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 11, 2006 

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate the Shaler 

Area High School Lady Titans AAAA Varsity 
Softball Team. 

These young women displayed both skill 
and tenacity on the field, and they should be 
commended not only for their ability, but also 
their good sportsmanship. The Lady Titans’ 
hard work and determination took them to the 
2006 WPIAL Quad A where they were runners 
up and made them the 2006 Quad A PIAA 
State Champions. 

I would like to recognize the following play-
ers: Lia Sorce, Erin Boyle, Megan Daley, Julie 
Stampfle, Megan Lynch, Joci Delaney, Val 
Smolter, Kristin Devlin, Kristen Lynch, Melissa 
McQuade, Jen Simile, Lisa Huber, Erin Field-
house, Heather Elstner, Stevie Stanek, Jenna 
Conrad, Sarah Knaus, and Becca Lynch. I 
would also like to recognize Head Coach Skip 
Palmer, Assistant Coaches Tom Haser and 
Brad Stone, Athletic Trainer Bill Couts, Athletic 
Director Paul Holszhu, and Principal William 
Suit. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating the Lady Titans Varsity Softball 
Team. It is an honor to represent the Fourth 
Congressional District of Pennsylvania and a 
pleasure to salute such an outstanding group 
of athletes. 

f 

RECOGNIZING EDGEWOOD INDE-
PENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT’S 
EFFORTS TO INCREASE STU-
DENT INTEREST IN SCIENCE, 
TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, 
AND MATHEMATICS 

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 11, 2006 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of Edgewood ISD’s efforts to increase 
student interest in science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics (STEM) careers. 

It has become apparent that in this increas-
ingly globalized world, our Nation’s foothold as 
a global economic leader is becoming less 
stable everyday. Furthermore, in today’s econ-
omy, jobs in technical fields are growing at 
five times the rate of other occupations, and 
they pay better. For these reasons, it is imper-
ative that our young people develop the math 
and science skills that are instrumental in al-
lowing them to become world leaders in tech-
nology and innovation, thus enabling the 
United States to maintain its global economic 
edge. 

I am very proud of the efforts that Edge-
wood ISD is making to prepare its students 
with such skills. In 2001, Edgewood entered a 
team in the FIRST (For Inspiration and Rec-
ognition of Science and Technology) robotics 
competition as part of its Engineering Prin-
ciples class. The Toltechs, also known as ro-
botics team #499, have excelled in the FIRST 
competitions that require high school teams to 
design, assemble; and test a robot capable of 
performing a specified task. The students 
have shown great enthusiasm as they have 
gained proficiency in engineering and re-
search. This excitement will no doubt encour-
age many of them to pursue careers in STEM 
fields. 

Edgewood ISD has recognized the impor-
tance of this type of learning by supporting the 

development and growth of the Toltechs over 
the years. The team has also received gen-
erous support from and strong partnership 
with a number of private industries in their 
community. The evolution of the Toltechs 
demonstrates how schools and private indus-
try can work together effectively to make a 
significant positive impact upon the lives of 
students. 

More recently, Edgewood ISD has adopted 
another program to develop student’s STEM 
skills. The Space TEAMS pilot in San Antonio 
targets middle school students from low in-
come families, particularly girls, through a ro-
botics competition called Botball. This exciting 
new program promises to also yield enthu-
siasm about STEM fields. 

I recognize and honor the important oppor-
tunities that Edgewood ISD has provided to its 
students through programs such as FIRST 
and Space TEAMS. The skills and knowledge 
that these experiences provide, not to mention 
the sense of confidence and pride that they 
create, will benefit participants long after they 
have finished their primary education. I wish 
them continued success in their competitions 
and hope to see these types of programs 
flourish in our Nation’s schools as we ac-
knowledge the importance of arming our kids 
with STEM skills. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MS. KATHRYN GENE 
SALEM 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 11, 2006 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of my good friend, Ms. Kathryn Gene 
Salem, Director of Mason County Action 
Group. 

Ms. Salem has lovingly guided and nurtured 
the Mason County Action Group, molding it 
into an effective and productive agency in my 
congressional district. Ms. Salem’s passion is 
shown in her desire to make seniors’ lives bet-
ter. Her selfless dedication to the community 
is evident through efforts coordinating and pro-
viding health, educational, recreational, and 
intergenerational services. 

Ms. Salem’s positive impact on the commu-
nity will be felt for many years to come. 

I join with the residents of Mason County 
and West Virginia in commending Ms. Salem 
for her outstanding ability to give to others for 
the past 28 years. Mr. Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Ms. Salem’s re-
tirement. 

f 

INTERNATIONAL GAUCHER 
AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 11, 2006 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
once again I want to call attention to the im-
portant work of the National Gaucher Founda-
tion, a group of very dedicated people who are 
as they describe their work engaged ‘‘in an 
ongoing endeavor to spread the word and 
help educate others about Gaucher Disease.’’ 
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September will be International Gaucher 
Awareness Month, and because it is important 
that people know more about this disease and 
how to combat it, I take the occasion to insert 
here an article from the publication Spotlight 
On Health that provides important information 
about this disease. 

Gaucher Disease predominately affects 
Jewish people of Eastern European descent— 
Ashkenazim—and the foundation notes that a 
large majority of those most susceptible to the 
disease remain unaware of it. This makes 
their work particularly important as part of our 
overall effort to give people the tools with 
which they can protect their health, and I ask 
that the article from Spotlight On Health about 
Gaucher Disease be printed here, in time for 
International Gaucher Disease Awareness 
Month. 

GAUCHER DISEASE: LEARNING THE TRUTH 

(NAPS)—A simple test could help diagnose 
and treat a genetic disease that can cause se-
vere debilitation. Yet nine out of 10 people 
most at risk for the condition do not even 
know it exists. 

The condition, called Gaucher disease, can 
affect all people, but is primarily seen in 
Jewish populations of Eastern European de-
scent. The carrier rate for these people may 
be as high as one in 15 and the rate of the 
disease in the general population is believed 
to be about one in 100 to 200 people. If both 
parents carry the disease, the odds of a child 
being born with it are one in four. 

Gaucher disease is passed down from par-
ent to child and can occur at any age. Signs 
and symptoms can include: 

Fatigue 

Unusual bruising 

Bleeding episodes 

An enlarged abdomen 

Bone pain. 

Although the disease can be devastating, it 
can often be managed. However, people must 
first be aware of the condition, which many 
are not. ‘‘A survey showed that 90 percent of 
the Jewish population is unaware of Gaucher 
disease. That means many people may be 
symptomatic and have no idea that they 
even have the disease,’’ says Rhonda Buyers, 
National Gaucher Foundation Executive Di-
rector. ‘‘The good news is that, unlike other 
genetic conditions, Gaucher disease is treat-
able and can be diagnosed with the use of a 
simple blood test.’’ 

Buyers says that lack of awareness about 
Gaucher disease extends to physicians as 
well. In fact, a survey found that four of five 
blood specialists suspected leukemia or 
lymphoma when presented with the signs 
and symptoms of Gaucher disease. 

Her group is working to change that. Not 
only does The National Gaucher Foundation 
fund research intended to cure Gaucher dis-
ease, it also works to promote physician and 
community awareness about the condition 
(September is Gaucher Awareness Month). 
At the same time, the foundation helps meet 
the needs of patients and families affected by 
Gaucher. 

People interested in information on 
Gaucher disease testing or who want to learn 
more about the disease’s symptoms can visit 
the group’s Web site, www.gaucher dis-
ease.org. 

SCIENCE, STATE, JUSTICE, COM-
MERCE, AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 28, 2006 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5672) making ap-
propriations for Science, the Departments of 
State, Justice, and Commerce, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2007, and for other purposes: 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Chairman, I am very 
pleased that the report accompanying H.R. 
5672, the Science, State, Justice, Commerce, 
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act of 
FY 2007, has directed funding under the 
COPS Methamphetamine Enforcement and 
Clean-up account for the Tennessee Meth 
Educational Program. 

Tennessee Tech University will use this 
funding to design and implement the meth 
educational program in keeping with President 
Bush’s National Drug Control Strategy, which 
aims to reduce all drugs in the United States 
by 25 percent within 5 years. 

Some schools in Tennessee have begun 
implementing educational programs in public 
schools designed to stop meth abuse. How-
ever, in many cases, there have not been ef-
fective follow-up programs for classroom 
teachers, school counselors, school nurses, 
school psychologists, and administrators. And, 
school counselors report that methamphet-
amine abuse is an inhibiting factor in the per-
sonal and educational development of their 
students—whether or not their school has had 
a methamphetamine program. To address 
these issues, Tennessee Tech University will 
develop an in-service program for public mid-
dle and high school personnel in 15 counties 
(17 school districts) to: review the symptoms 
and identification of meth use; explain the haz-
ards of meth abuse for children; and examine 
how to utilize reporting procedures (such as 
those involving the school field officers) and 
legal consultation. 

Since 1999, the number of meth labs in 
Tennessee has increased by more than 500 
percent. Last year, Tennessee accounted for 
75 percent of all meth lab seizures in the 
Southeast. Only three states nationwide had 
more meth lab seizures in 2005. Many of the 
worst effects of meth are felt by the children 
involved. Children taken from active meth labs 
are separated from adult family members and 
sometimes from siblings, and cannot even 
keep their toys or clothing for comfort. In addi-
tion, children often must be taken to the hos-
pital to test for exposure to a variety of toxic 
substances. In 2004, Tennessee was forced to 
place more than 700 children of meth users in 
state custody. 

I am pleased that Tennessee Tech Univer-
sity will be collaborating with schools in Ten-
nessee to address this critical problem, and I 
am very grateful to the Appropriations Com-
mittee for directing this important funding to 
Tennessee Tech University. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 11, 2006 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, 
July 10, 2006, I was unable to cast my floor 
vote on rollcall numbers 358 and 359. The 
votes I missed included motions to suspend 
the rules and pass H.R. 2463 and H.R. 5061 
respectively. The former authorizes the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct feasibility stud-
ies to address certain water shortages within 
the Snake, Boise, and Payette River systems 
in Idaho, while the latter is the Paint Bank and 
Wytheville National Fish Hatcheries Convey-
ance Act. 

Had I been present for the votes, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall votes 358 and 
359. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 11, 2006 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, on July 10, 
2006, I missed the following rollcall votes due 
to an emergency landing in Denver, CO, en 
route to Washington DC: 

(1) Rollcall vote No. 358, H.R. 2563: To au-
thorize the Secretary of the Interior to conduct 
feasibility studies to address certain water 
shortages within the Snake, Boise, and 
Payette River systems in Idaho, and for other 
purposes. 

(2) Rollcall vote No. 359, H.R. 5061: Paint 
Bank and Wytheville National Fish Hatcheries 
Conveyance Act (15 minutes). 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes’’ to rollcall vote No. 358, and ‘‘yes’’ to 
rollcall vote No. 359. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF COM-
MANDER WILLIAM MILNE OF 
THE UNITED STATES COAST 
GUARD 

HON. HOWARD COBLE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 11, 2006 

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Commander William J. Milne for his 
service to the United States House of Rep-
resentatives and his continued service to our 
country in the United States Coast Guard. 

Commander Milne was assigned as the 
Coast Guard liaison officer to the United 
States House of Representatives in July 2003, 
and I am proud to have had the opportunity to 
work closely with him. In my leadership roles 
on the Coast Guard and Maritime Transpor-
tation Subcommittee and in numerous other 
venues, my staff and I have often relied on 
Commander Milne’s knowledge and under-
standing of the operational missions, the cur-
rent day-to-day challenges, and the roles and 
responsibilities of the United States Coast 
Guard. 

While Commander Milne began his House 
career 3 years ago as the chief of the Coast 
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